
 

 
October 2017 
 
Message from the Chair 
 
Dear Colleague 
 
RTS PROGRAMME AWARDS 2018 

I am delighted to have been asked to Chair the RTS Programme Awards. They are one of the gold 
standard awards for our industry and an important showcase of the extraordinary talent evident across 
the UK’s television industry. 

We have taken on board feedback from programme makers and broadcasters following last year’s 
awards. Our wish is that the awards reflect the changing nature of our industry, new forms and genres 
of programme and different patterns of consumption and distribution.  

This year sees one significant change following discussions with judges and entering companies: 

• Formatted Popular Factual – this replaces the Popular Factual & Features category and 
will recognise originality and innovation in developing and delivering constructed factual 
content aimed at the widest possible audience 

We would also stress the need for all organisations to show awareness in their selection of entries of 
the need for recognising diversity in our industry and in our wider community. 

Please refer to the full Programme Awards criteria before submitting your entries.  If you have any 
queries on the criteria or conditions of entry, then please contact Lindsey Cran on 07710 759357 or 
lindsey@cranberry-events.com.  For queries regarding the online entry system please contact Alice 
Turner on 020 7822 2822 or aturner@rts.org.uk.  

I look forward to seeing what I am sure will be a fantastic set of entries and another amazing awards 
night in March. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Wayne Garvie  
Chair, RTS Programme Awards  

mailto:lindsey@cranberry-events.com
mailto:aturner@rts.org.uk
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RTS PROGRAMME AWARDS 
2018 

CRITERIA 
 
 

Submissions are now invited for the RTS Programme Awards 2018. All programmes 
entered should have been first delivered between the period 1 November 2016 and 
31 October 2017.  
 
The Awards are for original UK productions but please see the conditions of entry for 
details about international co-productions).  Entries created primarily for online 
streaming and delivery are welcome – not solely content created for broadcast. 
 
The RTS Awards seek to recognise programmes which, in the year in question, 
have made a material and positive contribution to their genre: either because 
their originality in form or content has in some way moved the genre on, or 
perhaps created a new genre; or because their quality has set standards which 
other programme-makers can learn from and emulate.  These criteria of 
originality, creative risk-taking and standard-setting quality apply to the 
performance as well.   
 
A long-running programme might meet one or other, or both, of the above criteria, 
although programmes should not receive awards for their long service alone, but for 
their current contribution.  
 
Entrants should also take into consideration that judges are asked to: 
 

• Take into account, as evidence of these qualities, the way a programme team 
has exploited the potential of multi-platform delivery 

• Consider ONLY the specific episode/s and extracts submitted as 
representative of a series/performance 

• Pay due recognition across all categories to the need for diversity in the 
awards.  It is important that the awards should reflect diversity within 
the industry and within wider society. 

 
 
The Awards will be presented at the Grosvenor House Hotel, Park Lane, London, W1K 
7TN on Tuesday 20 March 2018.  The nominations will be announced at a breakfast 
reception on Friday 9 March 2018. 
 



 

DRAMA 
 

Single Drama 
The single drama should be submitted in full.  This is for dramas transmitted as a 
single piece.  
Up to three entries per channel. 
 
 

Drama Series 

For returning drama series. Two consecutive episodes must be submitted.  
Up to three entries per channel. 
  

Mini-Series 

For single-run drama series that are not intended to return.  Two consecutive 
episodes must be submitted. All entries in this category must be accompanied 
by information on the other episodes within the mini-series.  
Up to three entries per channel. 
 
Soap and Continuing Drama 
This Award is intended for half hour or hour long multi-unit entities running throughout 
the year with one or more episode per week.  Three consecutive episodes should 
be submitted (specials/late night episodes should NOT be submitted) to demonstrate 
the soap’s consistency and continuing quality. 
Up to three entries per channel (please note that jurors will give equal weight to their 
consideration of each episode). 
 

Writer – Drama 
This category covers original drama and adaptation. Single dramas should be 
submitted in full.  For series and serials, please submit one episode only.  Please 
include a shooting script with your online entry. 
Up to three entries per channel. 
 

ENTERTAINMENT AND COMEDY 
 

Scripted Comedy 
This Award is intended for situation comedies, comedy dramas and sketch shows. 
Single programmes should be submitted in full.  For series and serials, please submit 
two episodes. 
Up to three entries per channel. 
 

Entertainment 
Series (one episode) and single programmes can be entered. 
Up to three entries per channel. 
 

Writer – Comedy 
One-offs should be submitted in full. For series, please submit one episode only.  
Up to three entries per channel. 
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PERFORMANCE 
 
Actor (Female) 
Please submit a single extract or a portfolio of items (this can include material from 
multiple episodes of the same series, but each actor can only be considered for a 
single programme title), both no longer than 15 minutes in total.    Please identify in 
the accompanying notes the actor being judged.  
Up to five entries per channel. 
 
 
Actor (Male) 
Please submit a single extract or a portfolio of items (this can include material from 
multiple episodes of the same series, but each actor can only be considered for a 
single programme title), both no longer than 15 minutes in total.  Please identify in the 
accompanying notes the actor being judged. 
Up to five entries per channel. 
 
 
Entertainment Performance 
This Award is aimed at hosts, comperes and panellists performing as themselves in 
a pure entertainment format, eg. chat shows, panel shows and ‘shiny floor’ studio 
shows. Please submit a single extract or a portfolio of items (this can include material 
from multiple episodes of the same series, but each performer can only be considered 
for a single programme title), both no longer than 15 minutes in total. 
Up to five entries per channel. 
 
 
Comedy Performance 
This Award is for actors/performers in sitcom, comedy drama and sketch shows. 
Please submit a single extract or a portfolio of items (this can include material from 
multiple episodes of the same series, but each performer can only be considered for 
a single programme title), both no longer than 15 minutes in total. 
Up to five entries per channel. 
 

PRESENTER 
 
Presenter 
This Award is for presenters only, not performers in an entertainment show. 
Please submit a single extract or a portfolio of items (this can include material from 
multiple episodes of the same series, but each presenter can only be considered for 
a single programme title), both no longer than 15 minutes in total.  Sports presenters 
should be entered into the Sports Presenter, Commentator or Pundit category. 
Up to five entries per channel. 
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BREAKTHROUGH AWARD 
 
Breakthrough Award 
This Award recognises the emergence of a significant new talent in UK production. It 
may be a performer, writer, director or producer. The judges will consider the personal 
impact and the recognition of that impact during the awards year. There is no age 
limit and it may well be that the entrant may have been a member of a successful 
team for several years but has only now received personal recognition.  Please submit 
a single extract or a portfolio of items (this can include material from multiple episodes 
of the same series, but each entrant can only be considered for a single programme 
title), both no longer than 15 minutes in total. 
Up to five entries per channel. 
 

FACTUAL 
 

History 
Series and single programmes can be entered within the History genre.  Series does 
not refer to a programme strand (a collection of unrelated programmes grouped 
together under a generic title), but only to programmes which may be self-contained 
within themselves, but have been conceived as a series.  A programme which is part 
of a single programme strand may be entered as a single programme in this category.  
New and recurring History formats should be entered into this category rather than 
Documentary or Formatted Popular Factual. The entire single programme or one 
episode of a series should be entered as representative of that series.  Dramatic 
reconstructions of historical events may be entered into this category.  Programmes 
entered into this category may NOT be entered into another Factual category. 
Up to three entries per channel. 
 
 

Science & Natural History 
Series and single programmes can be entered within the Science & Natural History 
genre.  Series does not refer to a programme strand (a collection of unrelated 
programmes grouped together under a generic title), but only to programmes which 
may be self-contained within themselves, but have been conceived as a series.  A 
programme which is part of a single programme strand may be entered as a single 
programme in this category. New and recurring Science & Natural History formats 
should be entered into this category rather than Documentary or Formatted Popular 
Factual.  The entire single programme or one episode of a series should be entered 
as representative of that series. Programmes entered into this category may NOT be 
entered into another Factual category. 
Up to three entries per channel. 
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Arts 
Series and single programmes can be entered within the Arts genre.  Series does not 
refer to a programme strand (a collection of unrelated programmes grouped together 
under a generic title), but only to programmes which may be self-contained within 
themselves, but have been conceived as a series.  A programme which is part of a 
single programme strand may be entered as a single programme in this category. 
New and recurring Arts formats should be entered into this category rather than 
Documentary or Formatted Popular Factual.  The entire single programme or one 
episode of a series should be entered as representative of that series. Programmes 
entered into this category may NOT be entered into another Factual category. 
Up to three entries per channel. 
 
 
Single Documentary 
This category is designed for programmes conceived as a single documentary or as 
a one-off programme that is part of a documentary strand.  The Single Documentary 
should be submitted in full.  This category is aimed at documentaries of a general 
nature, including religious, business or other specialist journalism.  History, Science 
& Natural History and Arts programmes cannot be submitted into this category. 
Up to three entries per channel. 
 
 

Documentary Series 
This category is designed for a series which usually has a continuous narrative or is 
linked by a central theme. Two programmes as representative of the series must be 
submitted.  This category is aimed at documentaries of a general nature, including 
religious, business or other specialist journalism.  History, Science & Natural 
History and Arts programmes cannot be submitted into this category. Any entry 
in this category must be accompanied by a list of other programmes in the 
series within the Awards year. 
Up to three entries per channel. 
 
 

Formatted Popular Factual 
This category is for originality and innovation in developing and delivering popular 
factual content aimed at the widest possible audience. One episode of a series should 
be entered as representative of that format and series.   Subject matter could include 
– for instance – cookery, fashion, consumer, travel but also such shows as The 
Undateables, The Apprentice, SAS Who Dares Wins, Long Lost Family. History, 
Science & Natural History and Arts programmes cannot be submitted into this 
category.  One episode of a series should be entered as representative of that series.  
Programmes entered into this category may NOT be entered into another Factual 
category. 
Up to three entries per channel. 
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Daytime Programme 
For the purposes of this Award, the RTS considers Daytime to run from 6.00am to 
7.00pm. Programmes already entered into another category cannot be entered into 
this category.  One episode of a series should be entered as representative of that 
series.  History, Science & Natural History and Arts programmes cannot be 
submitted into this category.   For programmes lasting longer than an hour, up to 
one hour of continuous programming (NOT edited highlights) should be submitted.  
Programmes entered into this category may NOT be entered into another Factual 
category. 
Up to three entries per channel. 

 
 
 

CHILDREN’S 
 
Children’s Programme  
Series (one episode) and single programmes can be entered for children’s factual, 
entertainment, animation, drama and comedy programmes. Programmes must 
have been commissioned and produced specifically for the child audience, and 
broadcast during children’s airtime.  
Up to six entries per channel, including at least two produced by independent 
production companies. 
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LIVE EVENT 

 
Live Event 
The submitted entry should be a 30 minute compilation of the coverage as 
transmitted.  There can be a maximum of three extracts within the 30 minutes.  If the 
event crosses multiple days the extracts may come from more than one day. Each 
extract must be as transmitted and not specifically edited for these awards. The entry 
must have been networked. The entries will be judged on the quality of the coverage, 
not on the importance or excitement of the event.   The entry should reflect the full 
range of the coverage. The focus will be on the commentary, pictures and sound, 
what was shown or not shown, editing, packaging and presentation.  This category 
EXCLUDES coverage of live sport.  
Up to three entries per channel. 

 
SPORT 

 

 

Sports Programme 
The Award will recognise production and editorial values in live OB and actuality 
sports programming – event coverage/live or recorded, strand or individual 
programme.  The submitted entry should be either one continuous hour or an hour’s 
compilation of the coverage as transmitted – there can be a maximum of four extracts 
within the hour (a continuous clip which crosses an ad break is considered to be two 
extracts).  If the sporting event crosses multiple days the extracts may come from 
more than one day.  Each extract must be from the same programme and must be 
as transmitted and not specifically edited.  Credit will not be given for material 
sourced from a host broadcaster.   
Up to three entries per channel. 

 
 
Sports Presenter, Commentator or Pundit 
For the best work by a sports presenter or pundit/analyst either on location or in the 
studio, or a sports commentator on location.  Please submit a single extract or a 
portfolio of items (this can include material from multiple episodes of the same series, 
but each entrant can only be considered for a single programme title),  both no longer 
than 15 minutes in total.  Each excerpt must be as transmitted and not specifically 
edited.  Only networked commentators are eligible for the category.   
Up to three entries per channel  
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RTS CHANNEL OF THE YEAR 

 
This award recognises an outstanding performance by a single channel based in 
the UK during the award year. The channel may be delivered on any or many 
platforms, be in linear or VOD in form, and be free-to-air, subscription or pay-per-
view. The judges will require evidence of attractive, original and fresh content in a 
video showcase compilation of no more than 30 minutes. They will also consider 
such supporting evidence based on viewer and user research and impact during the 
year which the channel presents to support its claims of success. In short, the 
winner will be the channel which, in the opinion of the judges, catches the mood of 
the moment. 
 

 
JUDGES’ AWARD 

 
The Judges' Award recognises an outstanding contribution to the UK's television 
and media industry (excluding television journalism, which has its own Judges' 
Award). The winner can be an individual or a group. The award is in the gift of the 
judges, who will focus primarily on impact in the criteria year. A separate award 
(Lifetime Achievement) recognises achievements over an extended period. At their 
discretion, the judges can use the award to recognise outstanding achievements 
which do not fit neatly into the standard categories. This award is not aimed at on-
screen personalities for their on-screen work and cannot be awarded posthumously. 
Broadcasters cannot make direct entries for this award but suggestions are 
always welcomed. 
 
 

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
 
This Award may be presented at the discretion of the Judges for an outstanding 
broadcaster for an on-screen or off-screen achievement over a number of years. 
This Award cannot be awarded posthumously.  Broadcasters cannot make direct 
entries for this award but suggestions are always welcomed. 
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CONDITIONS OF ENTRY 
 

1. Entries must have first been transmitted between 1 November 2016 and 31 October 2017 in the UK.  
Where a series is transmitted across two criteria years, the specific episode/s submitted for 
consideration must have been transmitted within the eligibility period. 

 
2. Entries must have been pre-selected by the broadcaster/channel/non-broadcast platform 

(independent production companies cannot submit entries without pre-selection) 
 

3. Regional opt-out programmes cannot be submitted. 
 

4. The Programme Awards welcomes entries from creators offering content on non-broadcast platforms 
providing the submitted programme is a UK production or co-production as per point 5 below. 

 
5. All entries must be either produced in the UK or, in the case of international co-productions, the UK 

company must have had significant editorial (50% or more) as well as financial input (30% or more). 
 

6. All entries must NOT have had a theatrical release prior to broadcast in the UK. 
 

7. All entries must be submitted using the RTS Online Awards Entry System - 
https://awardsentry.rts.org.uk/entrant/index.php.  Please contact Alice Turner on 020 7822 2822 
or aturner@rts.org.uk with any queries about the system. 

 
8. Closing Date: Friday 8 December 2017 (please note that this deadline cannot be extended) 

 
9. The cost per entry is £358.00 + £71.60 VAT.  This excludes written suggestions for the Judges’ Award 

or Lifetime Achievement Award.  
 

10. Should your entry receive a nomination you will be notified of this in late February.  Please be 
aware that your 30 second nomination clips will be projected on the large screen at the 
ceremony in HD. To avoid your nomination looking substandard on the screen compared to 
other entries, we would encourage you to adhere to the following delivery requirements:  the 
ideal delivery format for nomination clips is DNXHD (both 120 and 185 are acceptable), 
supplied on an SSD hard drive, with all sound a stereo final mix.  Alternatively, nomination 
clips will be accepted on HD Cam.  

 

11. The RTS will require permission to rebroadcast on its website any clips of nominated entries shown 
at the ceremony. 

 
12. The RTS will reserve the right to call for no more than one extra entry per company, if it is felt there 

is a significant omission.  In the case of the Judges' Award, individual juries may put forward additional 
recommendations to the main panel. 

 
13. Programmes which have been or will be entered for the Television Journalism Awards are also 

eligible for submission to the Programme Awards but only if the broadcaster/channel can demonstrate 
a clear overlap. 

 
14. The RTS reserves the right to move programmes between categories.  Initial acceptance of an entry 

does not guarantee its eligibility in the category for which it was entered. 
 

15. Jurors will welcome any supplementary information (excluding press cuttings) you can 
supply, such as a synopsis or specific reasons why the entry is award-worthy.   

 
 

https://awardsentry.rts.org.uk/entrant/index.php
mailto:aturner@rts.org.uk

